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Managing Pests in the Green Revolution

How to Adopt Environmentally Friendly Pest Control Practices
Unable to make the National Environmental Health Association’s (NEHA) Educational Conference this year?  Zia Siddiqi, Ph.D., BCE, Director of Quality Systems for Orkin, Inc., recaps his presentation on the green revolution and its impact on managing pests, and offers tips on how to implement a green environmentally friendly program at your facility.
How has green pest control developed over time? 
When chlorinated hydrocarbon, or CHC, insecticides were discovered in the 1940s, few people considered the effect it might have outside of agricultural advances.  Throughout the next two decades the liberal use of these insecticides would eventually trigger the need for a regulating organization, known today as the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  Unfortunately the damage was already done.  While the adverse effects of pesticides, including long-term environmental issues and an impact on human health, were realized, much was needed to curtail the practices of the past.  
Along with the EPA, the 1970s resulted in the use of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) for agriculture; the establishment of economic thresholds; and most importantly, the National Pest Management Association (NPMA) began to promote a phrase that would eventually change the face of the industry: “Sanitation is Pest Control.”  By 1980, IPM was gaining momentum.  Anti-pesticide movements sprang up, pest control contracts became more regulated and many pesticides were actually banned from use.  Yet, no one knew just how to define IPM.  The debate continues today which brings us to a very important question.
What is IPM?
With so many definitions for IPM, it can be difficult to understand its meaning.  All of the following statements describe the IPM approach:  
· Utilizes natural and physical controls in any given pest situation, and resorts to chemicals only after exhausting all other methods.
· Manages pests through biological, cultural, physical and chemical tools in a way that minimizes risks to the community. 

· A low or non-chemical alternative for controlling pests. 

· Focuses on eliminating the main elements required for pest survival: food, water, and shelter. 

What is clear, though, is that the public is calling for a change.  A study by the National Pest Management Association found that 64 percent would pay more for products or services that are environmentally friendly and 61 percent seek out pest control services they perceive as green.  Unfortunately many facilities struggle with how to make the switch from good, fast and cheap pest control to effective, affordable and green pest management.  One of the best ways to advance in the green spectrum is by gaining knowledge.
Tips for a Successful IPM Program:

1. Remove elements that attract pests in the first place: 

· Find areas pests use to access your building – gapping around doors or windows, holes in the facility, cracks around utility penetrations
· Locate sources of food and water – leaking appliances, food storage or kitchen areas, improper trash disposal
· Seek out pest harborage spots – storage closets, trash or recycling areas, employee break rooms
2. Explore non-chemical pest management strategies:


· Sanitation


· Keep trash in properly lined, tightly sealed containers.
· Fix any leaking appliances and clean up spills immediately.
· Work with your waste management company to clean and rotate dumpsters frequently.


· Facility Maintenance 
· Seal cracks or crevices in the building’s exterior.
· Maintain weather stripping around windows and doors.
· Install door sweeps in high traffic zones, such loading docks.
· Environmentally-Friendly Treatments 
· Ultraviolet fly lights attract flies to a non-toxic sticky board.
· Non-volatile baits are odorless and can help destroy whole pest populations.
· Organic cleaners, made of naturally occurring bacteria and enzymes, can break down grease and grime.
3. Invest in education and advance your learning:  

· Request a staff training from your pest management provider, who can educate employees on how to prevent pests with non-chemical techniques.
· Work with your staff to assign roles for proactive pest management.
· Encourage building occupants to do their part by eliminating clutter from personal spaces and placing waste in designated areas. 
Ultimately, it’s important to be open and honest about your green policies.  Consumers want to know the truth about where your business lies on the green spectrum.  “Green” is still changing and expanding, which means the pest management industry continues to advance their knowledge and practices.  The industry has come a long way since the days of “spray and pray,” but now that the green revolution has begun, smarter and effective pest management is the way of the future.
Dr. Zia Siddiqi is Director of Quality Systems for Orkin, Inc.  A board certified entomologist with more than 30 years in the industry, Dr. Siddiqi is an acknowledged leader in the field of pest management.  For more information, e-mail zsiddiqi@rollins.com or visit

www.orkincommercial.com.
